
Key Policies to Deliver Low-Cost Onshore 
and Offshore Wind in Ireland by 2030  
Ireland has some of the world’s best wind resources, but wind energy is still relatively expensive 
compared to other countries – onshore wind is estimated to be €65-75/MWh today and offshore wind 
is still unknown. 

However, if the policies outlined below are implemented, Ireland should be able to deliver some wind 
energy projects at the lowest costs seen in other parts of the world – equating to approximately 
€40/MWh for the best onshore wind projects and €60/MWh for offshore wind.  

The average wholesale electricity price in 2018 in Ireland was approximately €65/MWh, so some 
wind farms have the potential to be Ireland’s cheapest as well as cleanest power by 2030. 

Wind energy will require a clear, robust and efficient policy framework to deliver in a timely and low-
cost manner by 2030, which currently does not exist for onshore or offshore wind, so this document 
outlines what is required to achieve this. The majority of policies and regulations listed below can be 
directly influenced by the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment. Others 
have also been included which will decrease the price of wind energy in future renewable energy 
auctions and therefore the cost of wind energy for the consumer. 

Onshore & Offshore Wind 
Recommendation Responsibility 
Ireland should set an ambitious, but achievable, target in our 
National Energy and Climate Plan (NECP) to provide 70 per 
cent of our electricity demand through renewable energy by 
2030. 

Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

A coordinated approach to policy and regulation is required 
to meet the 70 per cent renewable electricity target which 
brings together Government departments, State agencies, 
system operators and industry.                                                        

All of Government Plan in 
collaboration with CRU, EirGrid, 
ESB Networks. 

EirGrid must have the mandate and resources to expand the 
transmission system at a national level and to build on the 
DS3 Programme, to ensure our system can continue to 
safely, securely and efficiently support increasing levels of 
renewable generation and demand. 

EirGrid, ESB Networks and 
Commission for Regulation of 
Utilities. 

 

Onshore Wind 
Recommendation Responsibility 
Ensure that the first round of auctions in the Renewable 
Energy Support Scheme (RESS) proceed as planned before 
the end of 2019. 

Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 
 

The revised Wind Energy Guidelines (WEGs) could 
potentially increase the cost of onshore wind in Ireland by 
over 20%, which could add billions of euro in additional 
costs for the consumer. Therefore, the WEGs must strike a 
balance between addressing the concerns of local 
communities and tackling climate change by facilitating the 
development of renewable energy. 

Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government and 
Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

  



The Enduring Connection Policy (ECP) application process 
should be finalised as quickly as possible, with regular 
application rounds of sufficient volumes to facilitate the 
RESS and NECP ambitions. The next ‘batch’ should process 
at least 1,000 MW of land-based capacity and prioritise 
renewable energy. 

Commission for the Regulation of 
Utilities. 

To ensure consistency in the development of wind energy 
projects and a regional approach to spatial planning, the 
Regional Assemblies should be given responsibility for 
preparing Regional Strategies for Wind Energy 
Development and Electricity Transmission Infrastructure. 

Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government. 

An Bord Pleanála (ABP) completed an Organisational 
Review1 in March 2016 that provided 101 
recommendations which should be implemented. In 
particular, ABP should have a mandatory decision deadline 
of 8 weeks in line with what is required from Local 
Authorities. 

An Bord Pleanála 

A more equitable methodology should be applied to 
calculate Commercial Rates for wind farms, which should 
not result in an increase of 200-300% and disadvantage 
wind compared to other electricity generation. 

Valuation Office 

 

Offshore Wind 
Recommendation Responsibility 
The design of the new Renewable Electricity Support 
Scheme must facilitate the development of offshore wind 
projects. 

Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

Ireland’s Grid Connections Policy (ECP) must enable 
offshore wind energy to connect as quickly as possible by 
processing at least 1,000 MW of offshore in the next batch. 

Commission for the Regulation of 
Utilities and EirGrid. 

Foreshore leases should be issued immediately for existing 
projects and current foreshore legislation must be 
amended at the earliest opportunity either through the 
Maritime Area and Foreshore (Amendment) Bill 2013 or 
another legislative vehicle.  

Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government and the 
Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 
 

 

Community Engagement 
Recommendation Responsibility 
Establish a body like Local Energy Scotland – possibly 
under the auspices of the SEAI – to support communities 
to invest in projects and to develop their own renewable 
energy projects. 

Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

Ensure a standardised approach to community benefit 
and investment in the Renewable Electricity Support 
Scheme. A 70% renewable electricity target by 2030 has 
the potential to deliver over €500 million in direct benefit 
to communities across Ireland, along with an opportunity 
to invest in these projects. 

Department of Communications, 
Climate Action and Environment. 

                                                           
1 http://www.pleanala.ie/publications/2017/ReviewImplementationPlanJan17.pdf 


